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Michigan Aeronautics Commission 

Meeting Agenda 

September 14, 2022 – 11:00 a.m. 

Mission Point Resort 

One Lakeshore Drive, Mackinac Island, Michigan 

I. OPENING REMARKS, ROLL CALL, and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

II. COMMISSION BUSINESS  

A. Minutes of the July 20, 2022, Meeting  

B. Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds – Alissa VanHoof 

Airport Sponsor Contracts 

1. Beaver Island Airport, Beaver Island (SJX) 

2. Frankfort Dow Memorial Field, Frankfort (FKS) 

3. Oceana County Airport, Hart-Shelby (C04) 

4. Jerry Tyler Memorial Airport, Niles (3TR) 

5. Jerry Tyler Memorial Airport, Niles (3TR) 

6. Sandusky City Airport, Sandusky (Y83) 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Legislation Grant

7. Gerald R. Ford International Airport, Grand Rapids (GRR) 

Supplemental Transfers – No Action Required 

1. Brooks Field, Marshall (RMY) 

2. Gogebic-Iron County Airport, Ironwood (IWD) 

3. Gogebic-Iron County Airport, Ironwood (IWD) 

4. Gogebic-Iron County Airport, Ironwood (IWD) 

5. Oakland County International Airport, Pontiac (PTK) 

6. Gaylord Regional Airport, Gaylord (GLR) 

III. DIRECTORS REPORT 

IV. MAC AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

V. ELECTIONS 

VI. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
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VII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

IX. CLOSING 



07/20/2022 Page 1

MICHIGAN AERONAUTICS COMMISSION
DRAFT Minutes of Meeting 

Lansing, Michigan 
July 20, 2022 

Pursuant to Section 31 of Act 327 of the Public Acts of 1945, the Commissioners of the 

Michigan Aeronautics Commission (MAC) met at the Charlevoix City Hall, 210 State 

Street, Charlevoix, Michigan on Wednesday, July 20, 2022. 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT  

Alicia Morrison, Commission Analyst 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 
Dr. Brian Smith, Commissioner 
Kevin Jacobs, Designee MDNR 

I. OPENING REMARKS 
The July 20, 2022, MAC meeting was officially called to order by Chair Russ Kavalhuna 
at 10:01 am. 

Chair Russ Kavalhuna welcomed all to the meeting. He thanked the City of Charlevoix 
and Charlevoix Airport for hosting the Commission. He welcomed distinguished guest 
State Transportation Commission Chair Todd Wyett and other members of the public. 
He then asked everyone to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chair Kavalhuna asked for a formal roll call. Roll call was taken. It was announced 
seven (7) Commissioners were present for a quorum.  

Chair Kavalhuna introduced Matthew Wyman, Airport Manager, Charlevoix Municipal 
Airport.  

II. WELCOME/PRESENTATION  
Matthew Wyman, Charlevoix Municipal Airport Manager, welcomed the Commission 
to Charlevoix. He gave a brief history of the Charlevoix airport and how it serves a 
wide Northern Michigan community, including Beaver Island. He continued by 
highlighting major airport construction projects completed. He then noted how 

Russ Kavalhuna, Chair 
Kelly Burris, Vice Chair 
Rick Fiddler, Commissioner 
Benjamin Carter, Commissioner 
Laura Mester, Designee MDOT  
F/Lt Greg Setla, Designee MSP  
Brig. Gen. Bryan Teff, Designee MDMVA 
Mike Trout, Director  
Bryan Budds, Commission Advisor 
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important his airport staff is. He emphasized how the staff is the key to their success 
and showed great appreciation for his team. 

Chair Kavalhuna followed up by agreeing the airport team did a great job as he 
travelled through there this week, especially noting how helpful Vince was. 
Commissioner Ben Carter added his thanks to the airport team for their hospitality as 
he flew in for the meeting as well. 

Chair Kavalhuna and Director Trout then presented Matthew Wyman a Certificate of 
Appreciation for their hospitality in hosting the Commission meeting. 

III. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
A. Minutes of the June 8, 2022, Meeting

Chair Kavalhuna asked if there were any revisions to the minutes of the meeting 
held on June 8, 2022. There were none. He entertained a motion to approve the 
minutes. The motion was moved by Commissioner Ben Carter and seconded by 
Commissioner Rick Fiddler to approve the minutes as presented. All voted in 
favor. Chair Kavalhuna announced the motion is carried.  

B. Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds 
Chair Kavalhuna called on Alicia Morrison, who then presented the Airport Sponsor 
Contracts and Supplemental Transfers. 

Airport Sponsor Contracts 

1. Lenawee County Airport, Adrian (ADG) 

2. Gratiot Community Airport, Alma (AMN) 

3. Beaver Island Airport, Beaver Island (SJX) 

4. Southwest Michigan Regional Airport, Benton Harbor (BEH) 

5. Tuscola Area Airport, Caro (CFS) 

6. Branch County Memorial Airport, Coldwater (OEB) 

7. Branch County Memorial Airport, Coldwater (OEB) 

8. Coleman A. Young Municipal Airport, Detroit (DET) 

9. Frankfort Dow Memorial Field, Frankfort (FKS) 

10. Frankfort Dow Memorial Field, Frankfort (FKS) 

11. Hastings Airport, Hastings (9D9) 

12. Roscommon County Blodgett Memorial Airport, Houghton Lake (HTL) 

13. Ionia County Airport, Ionia (Y70) 

14. Ford Airport, Iron Mountain/Kingsford (IMT) 

15. Ford Airport, Iron Mountain/Kingsford (IMT) 

16. Jackson County Reynolds Field, Jackson (JXN) 

17. Jackson County Reynolds Field, Jackson (JXN) 

18. Mount Pleasant Municipal Airport, Mount Pleasant (MOP) 

19. Muskegon County Airport, Muskegon (MKG) 
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20. Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport, Oscoda (OSC) 

21. Owosso Community Airport, Owosso (RNP) 

22. Oakland County International Airport, Pontiac (PTK) 

23. Oakland County International Airport, Pontiac (PTK) 

24. Oakland County International Airport, Pontiac (PTK) 

25. Oakland County International Airport, Pontiac (PTK) 

26. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN) 

27. Romeo State Airport, Romeo (D98) 

28. Saginaw County H. W. Browne Airport, Saginaw (HYX) 

29. Sandusky City Airport, Sandusky (Y83) 

Chair Kavalhuna asked for a motion to approve the transfers as presented. The 
motion was moved by Commissioner Brig. Gen. Bryan Teff and seconded by 
Commissioner F/Lt. Greg Setla to approve the transfers as presented. All voted in 
favor. Chair Kavalhuna announced the motion is carried. 

A complete list of contract descriptions can be viewed at www.michigan.gov/aero
under the Commission tab. 

IV. DIRECTORS REPORT 
A. MAC Director’s Report 

Chair Kavalhuna called on Director Trout who presented his Director’s Report. 

Director Trout began by highlighting the Charlevoix Community Benefits including 
a $33M local and $41.3M state economic output benefit. Charlevoix supports 
many regional businesses including agriculture, commercial, industrial, 
manufacturing, professional, and retail, as well as the municipal airport which is 
home to two charter-based operations servicing Beaver Island and other regional 
locations. 

Director Trout next updated on the federal stimulus packages – Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, Coronavirus Response and Relief 
Supplemental Appropriation Act (CRRSAA) and the American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) and how payments and reimbursements are continuing at various stages 
for each. He also discussed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA)/Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), noting three (3) Michigan airports – 
Detroit Metro (DTW), Gerald R. Ford International (GRR), and Flint Bishop 
International (FNT) - were selected for infrastructure improvements through the 
competitive airport terminal process.  

Director Trout discussed the fiscal year (FY) 2023 Transportation Budget (HB 
5783) highlighting the Office of Aeronautics summary as noted below. 

 $7.49M + 48 FTEs for Air Fleet and Aviation Services 
 $50,000 for Air Service 

http://www.michigan.gov/aero
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MDEuNjAyMTU3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxlZ2lzbGF0dXJlLm1pLmdvdi8oUyhmcHhoa3N6YWgzMGR2cGl1dGJlYnJjMXApKS9taWxlZy5hc3B4P3BhZ2U9R2V0T2JqZWN0Jm9iamVjdG5hbWU9MjAyMi1IQi01NzgzIn0.s_5ezxVZMPYWb-OLhA6oxwtYEuYYhAz6ZQZ5hK7cDsQ%2Fs%2F555015411%2Fbr%2F135138109176-l&data=05%7C01%7Cmorrisona5%40michigan.gov%7C0c86861cc96942fb644d08da5b8d2953%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637922959087247393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BfSqwALUYbG8RgBO0KL%2BcO3Ig8a3lpFTcmzf98FC93k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MDEuNjAyMTU3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmxlZ2lzbGF0dXJlLm1pLmdvdi8oUyhmcHhoa3N6YWgzMGR2cGl1dGJlYnJjMXApKS9taWxlZy5hc3B4P3BhZ2U9R2V0T2JqZWN0Jm9iamVjdG5hbWU9MjAyMi1IQi01NzgzIn0.s_5ezxVZMPYWb-OLhA6oxwtYEuYYhAz6ZQZ5hK7cDsQ%2Fs%2F555015411%2Fbr%2F135138109176-l&data=05%7C01%7Cmorrisona5%40michigan.gov%7C0c86861cc96942fb644d08da5b8d2953%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637922959087247393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BfSqwALUYbG8RgBO0KL%2BcO3Ig8a3lpFTcmzf98FC93k%3D&reserved=0
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 One-time appropriations for: 
 $33.8M for Airport Safety Improvement Program 
 $2.1M for IIJA Adjustment 
 $25M for Wayne County Infrastructure Grant 
 $2M for Capital Region International Infrastructure Grant 
 $3.9M for Automated Weather Operating System (AWOS) 

Upgrades 
 Supplemental appropriations for: 

 $12M General Fund for IIJA matching funds 
 $350,000 for UAS Feasibility Study 

Director Trout discussed the aviation gallons and excise tax reports noting both 
have shown strong increases over the pandemic lows and are expected to 
continue the upward trend. 

Director Trout shared various statistics from the Office of Aeronautics, showing 
tremendous growth in all areas of the office. He touted all the hard work the Aero 
staff has put in, working through staffing challenges and office changes to still 
push through the biggest programs in Aero history. 

Director Trout welcomed new staff – FAA Acting Regional Administrator Great 
Lakes Region, Elliott Black; Aero Electronics Tech, David Mellino; Aero Financial 
Analyst, Barb Diou-Roig; Engineer, Zach Bormet; and Engineer Development 
Program Interns Brandon Cotton, Paige Luft, and Gilbert Abu. He wished 
departing staff Jim Reverman and Heidi Spangler well on their future endeavors. 
He then gave a brief update on open positions in the Aero office. 

Director Trout highlighted upcoming events such as the Michigan Aviation 
Training Professionals Course in Howell on July 21 and the Michigan Airport 
Conference on Mackinac Island September 12-16. He concluded with a variety of 
news headlines and short tributes to Lt. Colonel Alexander Jefferson and Jim 
Cook, both recently passed members of the Michigan aviation community. 

Chair Kavalhuna asked Director Trout to give an update on the happenings at 
Detroit Coleman A. Young Municipal Airport (DET). The Director responded the 
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) was at the end of the 45-day comment period, tunnel 
efforts were still being discussed, and that Aero staff was meeting regularly with 
the airport management and project consultant. Vice Chair Burris asked if the 
ALP maintained both runways. Director Trout responded it includes the removal 
of one runway. 

Commissioner Carter asked if the amount included in the FY 2023 budget for 
AWOS upgrades was the full amount requested and recommended by the MAC 
AWOS Committee. Director Trout answered yes, it was the full amount. 



07/20/2022 Page 5

V. PRESENTATION 
Commissioner Brig. General Bryan Teff presented on Operation Northern Agility 22-1. 
This was a military roadway landing exercise conducted in cooperation with MDMVA, 
MDOT and several other local agencies. He discussed the coordination and planning 
that went into the exercise and showed a video of the aircraft in action. Commissioner 
Teff also noted working with local company Orb on the development of vertical take-off 
manned and unmanned aircraft and the opening of an innovation center open to 
military staff for testing of these aircraft. 

VI. COMMISIONER COMMENTS 
Chair Kavalhuna asked if any Commissioners would like to make a comment. 

Commissioner Carter commented that money was plentiful now for most airports due 
to the stimulus and rebound in travel, reminding all that these good times do not last 
forever and now is the time to plan for a recession or different economic situation. 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chair Kavalhuna asked if anyone would like to make a public comment.  

Casey Ries, Gerald R. Ford International Airport, spoke about the BIL federal funding 
opportunity and asked for Commission support by keeping a voice in Washington DC 
showing the need for this funding and by promoting state legislative action on 
appropriating this money and getting it to the airports quickly. Chair Kavalhuna pledge 
the MAC’s support as needed.  

VIII. CLOSING 
The next MAC meeting is scheduled for 11:00am on Wednesday, September 14, 2022, 
at Mission Point Resort, Mackinac Island, Michigan. 

Chair Kavalhuna thanked the Commissioners, Office of Aeronautics staff, the 
Charlevoix community, and the public for their participation today, reminding everyone 
that information presented today could be found at www.michigan.gov/aero or by 
calling 517-335-9568. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

Russ Kavalhuna, Chairman  Michael G. Trout, Director 

http://www.michigan.gov/aero
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FUNDS UNDER THE AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL AND TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATED
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125697 $191,113 $6,506 $6,506 $204,125

213733 $223,996 $12,444 $12,445 $248,885

125723 $15,083 $838 $838 $16,759

125662 $157,620 $4,635 $4,635 $166,890

212743 $66,577 $3,699 $3,699 $73,975

211962 $45,935 $1,811 $1,812 $49,558

$700,324 $29,933 $29,935 $760,192

September 14, 2022

Airport Concept # Project Description Federal State Local Total

Beaver Island

Beaver Island

Obstruction Marking/Lighting/Removal (Non-
Hazard)-Rwy 27 (parcel 10)-Construction

Frankfort

Frankfort Dow Memorial Field

Obstruction Marking/Lighting/Removal (Non-
Hazard)-Rwy 33 (Parcels E16, E37, E45 & E46)-
Construction

Hart/Shelby

Oceana County

Reconstruct Apron Lighting-Terminal-
Construction

Niles

Jerry Tyler Memorial

Rehabilitate Runway-15/33-Design

Niles

Jerry Tyler Memorial

Acquire Land for Approaches-Rwy 33 Parcels - 
Short Form EA phase 2-Environmental

Sandusky

Sandusky City

Acquire Land for Approaches-Parcel 17 (4.5 
acres south of Rwy 9/27)-Land Acquisition

Grand Total:
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